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ADVERTISEMENT. 


SINCE the awakening, in this town, conference 
meetings have been holden, on the evenings of the Lord's 
day ; and, among other"things, it as propoſed, that atten- 
tention ſhould be given to queſtions, concerning the mode and 
fubje of baptiſm. Accordingly, a number of evenings 
were i for that purpoſe ; and, at the ſame time, 
in order to ca/t light on thoſe queſtions, ſeveral ſermons were 


preached : and this was ſelected, for the preſs, by thoſe 


* who heard it. It is now preſented to the candid public for 
examination: and, as to the errors it contain; it is 


hoped, that the benevolent reader will point them out. 


Light upon the ſubjedt ſhall be thankfully received by the 


Author. Much the greater part of the following Sermon, 
was delivered, extempore ; it is not, therefore, to be expect- 
ed, that it will, now appear, altogether, © as from the deft. 


I is, however eſſentially the ſame. 
| | 8. W. 
8 Goſhen, April 15, 1800. 
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«6 TrutLy the light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it 


is to the eyes toBeltold- the ſun.” How much more 
pleaſant to behold the light of knowledge E 
ough 


the knowledge of the holy ſcriptures ; for theſe, 

faith, are able to make men wiſe unto ſalvation. The 

Bible contains a ſyſtem of religion, all the parts of which 

are connected in perfect harmony, In this ſyſtem, no- 

thing ought to be incorporated which is foreign from it, 

and, nothing ought to be omitted which belongs to it. 
An underſtanding of the text will be one ſtep towards 


enabling us to form a ſcheme of religion in harmony 
with the word of God. In order to obtain knowledge 


of the ſcriptures, it is neceſſary to compare ſcripture with 
ſeripture.— A degree of light is caſt upon the text, by 
comparing it with the parallel palkige: * For all the 
prophets and th propheſied until John.“ Hence 
we ſee what was ey he law and the prophets; they 


propheſied. 
5 5 By 
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By the law, we underſtand the writings of Moſes. 
IJ en, Moſes and the propheſied until John ; 
3 But the paſſage of ſcripture, 
to which you are referred, does not expreſfsly inform us 
the ſubjeR of thoſe prophecies. It is — Fra there- 
fore, in order to underſtand the text, to read Moſes and 
the prophets.” We ſec, alſo, the neceſſity of ſtudying 
the old teſtament, that we may underſtand new. 
And, 2 — with. 
out the old; ſo, we cannot learn all our duty from the 
new, only as it ſtands connefted with the old, teſtament. 
And theſe together form one perfect ſyitem of dodtrine, 
and chriſtian d 
Having back and carefully conſulted Moſes and 
the prophets ; we find they wrote — propheſied con- 
cerning the Meſſah, Jeſus Chriſt, who was to come in 
the fleſh. Among the firſt things in divine revelation, 
we find, that the ſeed of the woman, who is Jeſus 
Chriſt, would bruiſe the ſerpent's head; and, before 
fun e ar 
7 his oy W. 
er of death, that is, the devil. 5 6 
kde text ex Is ſomething 40 by Moſes, nd the 
hets until a certain time, even until John: it is ex- 
pogtins of ſomething done by Moſes and the 
As Deings in a ae ou 2 It 3 ex- 
preſſes ſomething done as being, in a ſimilar 
ſenſe, their ſuccefior, 
It is now inquired, what war done by John, and what 
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endeavour to give the text a particular, yet conciſe illuf. 
tration... I intend to give a direct and poſitive anſwer. to 


the queſtions. now ſtated : will, however, n 
che negative. | | 


wm ſome — 


1. Its being ford, that all the prophets a 
propheſied until John, * — 
u 


K * 
4 N 
. 


* 


rr reren fe # 


of the Baptiſm of Chrift. 7 
ned their ſing until John: it doth not mean that 
the canon of the old teſtament was not completed until 
nyt e of John, or until he was introduced as 
an officer in the kingdom of God. For, Malachi, the 
laſt of the prophets, propheſied about four hundred 
ears before the birth of our Saviour, or, of John the 
ptiſt. Conſequently, the writings of the old teſta- 
ment, were completed, and, W of old teſ- 
2 on” ceaſed, long the days of John 


Le | | 
GOD, by the prophet Malachi, faid, „ Behold I will 


ſend you Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.” The coming of 


the great and dreadful day of the Lord, means the com- 
ing of Chriſt in the fleſh, in his public capacity, or as an 
officer in the kingdom of God. And to prepare the way 
for this coming of Chriſt, to be Lord in the kingdom of 
his Father, God promiſed to ſend before him, his proph- 


et Elijah. Elijah, in the Hebrew, means the fame as 


Elias in the Greek ; and they both mean John the Bap- 
tiſt. This is evident from what is ſaid by Saint Matthew. 


For, faith he, © all the prophets and the law propheſied 


until John. And if you will receive it this is Elias which 
was for to come.” * | 
Before we proceed, I wiſh to be indulged, while 1 
give my opinion, why the coming of Chriſt to enter u 
on his F is called the great and dread 

t 


„Jets came to John to de 'baptiſed of him: Juſt be- 


fore this, when Chriſt was about to be introduced into 


public office, John ' ſpeaks of one mightier than he, 
meaning Chrift, who would very ſoon make his appear- 
ance, and, in ſuch a manner, as to remove the veil of 
hypocriſy, and diſtinguiſh the true, fro ail counterfeit 
religion. Whoſe fan was in his hand,” and the ax“ 
aid unto the root of the trees. Every tree, 
therefore, which did not bring forth good fruit, he "_ 
w 
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8 The Nature and Dejign 
hew down and caſt into the fire, He tells us that he 


would thoroughly purge his floor, that is, the viſible 
Church; and gather the wheat into his garner, the king- 
dom of God; and burn the chaff, the wicked, with un- 
quenchable fire. Who“ then may abide the day 
of his coming? and who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth ? 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fuller's ſoap.“ 
Theſe are the reaſons, I ſuppoſe, which make the com- 
ing of Chriſt to be, the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord.—Now, the prophecy of Malachi being hundreds 
of years before this, renders it evident that Moſes and 


the prophets did not continue to propheſy until John be. 


gan to ' | Gn” rn. 

2. The law and the prophets? being until John, doth 
not mean, that the books of the old teſtament were de- 
ſtroyed at the coming of John the Baptiſt, There is an 
end, a final end, no doubt, to thouſands and millions of 


books, much leſs ancient than the writings of Moſes and 


the prophets. © But the Bible ſtill remains; Moſes and 
the ſtill live. Theſe ancient and divine records 
are {till extant.” And will, 1 believe, be continued in 
the chriſtian church; till time ſhall be no more. | 


3- Its being ſaid that the law and the prophets were 


until John, doth not mean, that thoſe writings were no 


longer of w/e, than until John: neither doth it mean, 


that their uſefulneſs ceaſed at the baptiſm of Jeſus Chriſt. 


The books of Moſes and the prophets were not only uſe- 


ful among men, before the public appearance of our Sa- 
viour ; but they will be the delight of the holy in all 
future ages of the chriſtian church. Moſes and the 


prophets, any, were extant, when the man after God's 


own heart faid ; Thy word is very pure : therefore 
thyſervantloveth it.” When the word ſcripture, is uſ. 
ed in che new teſtament, it generally means ſomething 
written in the amen! 5 * 

When the word is uſed by the Evangeliſts, reference 
is always had to Moſes, and the prophets. When there- 
fore Chriſt enjoined it upon the Jews to ſearch the ſcrip- 
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of the Baptiſm of Chrift. '9 


tures, he meant the ſcriptures of the old teſtament ; for 
theſe were the only writings which were then called hb 
feriptures. The new teſtament was not then written. 
Chriſt, in converſation with the Jews, and with his diſ- 
ciples, is abundant in referring them to the ſcriptures, 
meaning Moſes and the prophets. On the great day of 
the feaſt, when * Jeſus ſtood and cried, ſaying, if any 
man thirſt let him come unto me and drink, he added; 
„He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture hath ſaid, 
out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water.” 

Many difficulties and diſtreſſes were in the minds of, 
even the diſciples of Chriſt, But thoſe mental diſtreſſes 


would have found no place there, had they fully under- 


ſtood the writings of Moſes and the prophets, concern-= 
ing their Lord and Maſter, They were in diſtreſs thro* 
ignorance ; whereas a knowledge of the ſcriptures would 
have removed all thoſe forrows : their ſorrows would 
have fled before the light of knowledge, like the dew 
before the riſing ſun. After the crucifixion of our bleſſ- 
ed Saviour, his diſciples were in great uncertainty in 
their minds, whether Jeſus, who was crucified, were the- 
true Meſſiah. His crucifixion threw them into this ſtate 
of uncertainty and diſtreſs. They thought he was come 
to reſtore again the kingdom to Iſrael; but did not con- 
ceive how this could be done, by one, who was crucifi- 
ed. The certainty of the death of Chriſt, however, 
they would have known, had they known the ſcripture, 
the law and the prophets. For, his birth and his death 
are foretold by the prophets, in terms equally plain. 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is given.” — , 
Before the travailed, ſhe brought forth; before her pain 
came, ſhe was delivered of a man child. And, of the 
ſame perſon it is ſaid : He is brought as a lamb to the 
laughter—He was taken from priſon and from judg- 
ment—And he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death—Had they underſtood theſe. 
things, the death of Chriſt — have created no doubt 
in 
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His opinion of the ſcriptures, even after he arrived at 
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in the minds of his diſciples, whether he were the true 
Meſſiah. But the perplexity into which the crucifixion 
of Chriſt, threw his diſciples, led them to ſay ; ** We 
thought, it had been he, who ſhould have redeemed If. 
racl.” And becauſe of this unbelief, and ignorance of 
the ſcriptures of the old teſtament, he calls them fools. 
« Then faid he unto them, O fools and flow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have fpoken ! Ought not 
Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and to enter into 
his glory ? And beginning at Moſes, and all the mw 
ets, he expounded unto them in all the ferigeares,” ue 
things concerning himſelf.” 

Again, from the ſentiment of Abraham, we infer the 
excellency and uſefulneſs of Moſes and the prophets. 


the world of glory, we learn from the conclaſion of the 
parable concerning the rich man and Lazarus. The 


rich man, when in hell, lifting up his eyes in torments, 


requeſted of Abraham, that he would ſend Lazarus to 
His father's houſe ; that he might teſtify unto his breth- 
ren, leſt they alſo ſhould come into the ſame place of 
torment. Now let us hear the reply; © and Abraham 
faid unto him; They have Moſes and the prophets.” 


He alſo faid unto him, * if they hear not Moſes and the 


phets, neither will they be perſuaded, though one 


pro 
"roſe from the d 


Chriſt alſo told the ſadducees, who denied the FRY 
trine of the reſurrection, that their error aroſe from i ig 
norance of the ſcriptures : He faid to them; “ Ye 
err, not knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of God; 
and he refers them to the writings of Moſes. 

4. The law and the prophets” being until John doth 


not mean, that-even, the ceremonies of the Mofaic law 


came to an end in the days of John, or, at the baptiſm 
of Jeſus | Chriſt. Nothing was done by John which 
diſannulled the ceremonies of the law; yea, they were 
in uſe until the crucifixion of Chriſt; but then they 


were taken out of the ways being nailed * 
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The cating of the paſſover, which was an ordinance in 
the Jewiſh church, was, by the authority of Chriſt him- 
ſelf kept up, until that night in which he was betrayed. 
From that time the eating of the paſſover ceaſed in the 
church. The eating of this paſſover was never an or- 
dinance in the chriftian c the chriſtian church, 
therefore, did not commence until. after the iſm, 
and crucifixion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Soon how- 
ever after the reſurrection of our Saviour, the church of 
God became chriſtian. And then the Jewiſh paſſover 
was caten no more: But, the crucified Jeſus was the 
chriſtian paſſover. Hence faid the apoſtle ; © Purge 
out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new 
Jump, as ye are unleavened. For even Chriſt our paſſs- 
wer is ſacrificed for us.” Theſe things make it evident, 
that the church of God did not become chriftian, until 
Chriſt was its paſſover. Chrift inſtituted the chriſtian 
paſſover, that very night in which he was betrayed, 
while he was eating the Jewiſh paſſover with his diſci- 
ples. The Lord's ſupper is the chriſtian paſſover. This 
feaſt, after the death of Chriſt, was to be celebrated by 
his diſciples 3 and, until the great Redeemer ſhall come 
the ſecond time without fin unto falvation, it is to be 
continued an ordinance in the chriſtian church. Of this 
we have a particular account, in the twenty-fixth chap- 
ter of the goſpel according to St. Matthew. ** Now, 
the firſt day of the feaſt of unleavened bread, the diſci- 
ples came to Jeſus, ſaying unto him, Where wilt thou 
that we prepare for thee to cat the paſſover ? And he 
ſaid go into the city to ſuch a man, and ſay unto him, 
The Maſter. faith, My time is at hand; I will keep the 
paſſover at thy houſe with my diſciples. And the diſci- 
ples did as Jeſus had appointed them ; and they made 
ready the paſſover. Now, when the even was come, 


he fat down with the twelve, And as they did cat he 


faid, Verily I fay unto you, that one of you ſhall betray 
me.—And as they were eating, that is, the Jewiſh paſſ- 
over, Jeſus took bread, and bleſſed 6 
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and gave it to the diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat; this 
is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and. gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it : For 
this is my blood of the new teſtament, which is ſhed for 
many for the remiſſion of fins.” Thus it is evident, that 
the Jewiſh paſſover was not aboliſhed until the chriſtian 

over was inſtituted. _- N | 
"Chriſt did nothing in his life time to diſcountenance 
the obſerving of the ceremonies of the law. But the 
conduct of our Saviour did, expreſsly, approve of the 
ceremonies of the law of Moſes. In the firſt chapter of 
Mark, we have an account of a Leper, who came to 
Jeſus, beſeeching him to heal him. And Jeſus, mov- 
ed with compaſſion, put forth his hand, and touched 
him, and faith unto him, I will; be thou clean. And 
he was cleanſed.” And that there might be no appear- 
ance of his diſcountenancing the ceremonies of the Mo- 
faic law z © he faith unto him: go thy way, ſhew 
thyſelf to the prie/, and offer for thy cleanſing thoſe 
things which Moſes commanded, for a teſtimony unto 
them,“ that is, the prieſts. For à te/timony unto them; 
this mode of expreſſion carries the fulleſt evidence, that 
Chriſt did not mean to diſannul the prieſts* office, or, 
even, wiſh to put an end to the ceremonies of the Mo- 
faic law. Chriſt, however, did not mean, always to 
countenance the ceremonies of the law. He meant to 
aboliſh them : but this abolition of ceremonies was re- 
ſerved until the day of his crucifixion, Having endeav- 
oured to anſwer the queſtions in the negative ; it now 
remains that we attempt an anſwer in the poſitive. | 
What was done by John ? and, what was done by 
Moſes and the prophets until John ? Are 
„ All the prophets and the law propheſied until John.“ 
In the time of Moſes and the prophets, Chriſt, as one 
born of a woman, had not made his appearance. Eve- 
Ty thing therefore which they could ſay about him, was 
in the language of prophecy. They propheſied of 
Chriſt, and pointed him out by types and ſhadows. = 


of the Baptiſm of Chriſt, 13 


this way, and in this way only, was Chriſt exhibited to 
public view, and declared to be the Son of God, until 
John. That is, until Jeſus was baptized by John, he 
was not publicly known, and acknowledged to be the 
Son of God. 

Moſes, in prophetic language, pointed out Chriſt ; he 
brought him into view as a great prophet, who would, 
in ſome future period, make his appearance on earth. 
Hence ſaid Chriſt to the Jews ; Had ye believed Mo- 
ſes, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of me.“ 
Moſes wrote of Chriſt, when it is ſaid to Abraham, 
« And in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the carth be 
bleſſed.” And Chriſt, according to the fleſh was the 
ſeed of Abraham. Moſes pointed out the Meſſiah alſo 
when he ſaid, The ſceptre ſhall not depart from Ju- 
dah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come, and unto him ſhall the gathering of the people 
be.“ The bleflings of the new covenant, therefore, 
were not to be confined to the nation of the Jews ; but 
after the aboliſhing of the ceremonies of the law, peo- 
ple- of all nations ſhould be gathered into the chriſtian 
church ; which would have its beginning in the Jewiſh 
nation. Hence when Gentile people began to be bro't 
into the church of Chriſt they were grafted into the good 
olive tree, which was then become the chriſtian church, 


though it had its beginning, as a church of God, in 


the days of Abraham. Hence in Chriſt ſhall all the na- 
tions of the earth be bleſſed. And Moſes brought the 
Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, into view, when he faid ; The 
Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet from the 
midſt of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him 
ye ſhall hearken. “ 

Ifaiah had ſuch a clear view of the great Emmanuel, 
that, though, exhibiting him in language of prophecy ; 
yet ſpake he of him, as if he were already come. For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 

vernment ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : and his name 


be called Wonderful, Counſellor, The mighty * 
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The everlaſting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the 
increaſe of his government and peace there ſhall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
to order i it, and to eſtabliſn it with judgment and with 
juſtice from henceforth, even — This y 
agrees with what the angel ſaid ta , the mother of 
Chriſt, in the firſt chapter of Saint Luke. © And, be- 
hold thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
ſon, and ſhalt call his name JESUS. He ſhall be great, 
and ſhall be called the Son of the Higheſt : and the Lord 
God ſhall give unto him'the throne of his father David : 
And he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob forever : and 
of his kingdom there ſhall be no end.“ 
The prophets, alſo, propheſied concerning John as 
one, whom God would ſend forward to the way 
for the coming of him, whoſe ſhoes? latchet, John fays, 
he was not worthy to ſtoop down, and unlooſe. Hence 
it is written in the prophecy of Malachi ; „ Behold, I 
will ſend you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Between this 
and what is ſaid,” in the beginning of the goſpel accord. 
ing to St. Mark, there is an exact agreement. As it 
is written in the prophets, Behold, 1 ſend my Meſſenger 
before thy face, which ſhall prepare thy way before 
thee.” And John faith of himſelf, I am not the Chriſt ; 
but the voice of one crying in the wilderneſs, prepare 
* ye the way of the Lord, make his paths ſtraight.“ 
Thus things were propheſied of Chriſt ; and alſo of 
2 who was ſent to prepare the way be 


But what did John as the — of the prophets? 
for John, in a ſenſe, took Chriſt where the law and 
prophets left him. For, all the law and the prophets 
propheſied until John. Moſes'and the prophets pointed 
out Chriſt, as one who would come: John was ſent for- 
ward to prepare the way for his coming, and, actually, 
to introduce him into his miniſterial office. And this 


John did ꝗꝗ—— WPL3 The law and the proph- 
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of the Baptiſm of Chrift. 15 
ets ſaid that Chriſt would come, John did more than 
this; he pronounced him already come. He ſaid to the 
people THis 1s HE : this is the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the fins of the world. 

Chriſt's human appearance was ſuch as that he was not to 
be diſtinguiſhed from other men. He was not generally 
known to be the Son of God, until he was baptized by 


John. At his baptiſm he was brought into public view. 
John told the prieſts and Levites that he himſelf was not 


the Chriſt. But he ſaid unto them, there ſtandeth one 
among you, whom ye know not, he ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt. John, ſpeaking of Chriſt ſaid re- 
peatedly, that even © he knew him not.” That he had 
not, however, made a miſtake in the baptiſm of Chriſt; 
but that he had baptized the right perſon; that he had 
manifeſted the true Meſſiah to Iſrael, he was certain by 
an infallible fign. And, he informs us by what ſign it 
was, that he knew him. Which information we have 
in the following words: © but he that ſent me to bap- 


tize with water, the ſame ſaid unto me, upon whom 


thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcending, and remaining on 
him, the ſame is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt. 
It was very important that John ſhould not, here, make 
a miſtake ;-very important, indeed, therefore, that he 


thould have a certain ſign, by which he might diſtinguiſh 


the man Chriſt Jeſus, from all other men. Conſequent- 
ly, the God of order gave him a viſible token by which 
he might know him. Which was this : He cauſed the 
Spirit like a dove in a bodily ſhape to deſcend and re- 
main upon him. John ſaw this heavenly and glorious ap- 
pearance, and bare record, ſaying, this is the Son of God / 
To introduce Chriſt into office was a great honour : And 
this honour was reſerved for John the Baptiſt. And the 
end, for which John was ſent bapitzing, was, that he 
12 by the baptiſm of Chriſt make him manifeſt to 

The greater part of the days of Chriſt on earth, were 


ſpent in obſcurity: he was brought up at Nazareth, 
where, 


34 
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where, it was generally thought, there could be found 
no good thing. Hence for a long time, he was not 
known as the Son of God, even to Iſrael. And, there- 
fore, when they, who, in a ſpiritual ſenſe knew him, 
had found him, they rejoiced with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory. Until after his baptiſm, even they who 
loved him did not know where he dwelt. And, there- 

fore, when he firſt made his appearance, after his intro- | 
duction to office; and John bare record, ſaying, this is 
he; they faid unto him, where dwelleſt thou ? He,' be- 
ing willing to form an acquaintance with religious char- 
acters, © ſaid, come and ſce.“ One of the two, who 
firſt found Jeſus, after he was manifeſted to Iſrael by his 
baptiſm, was Andrew: and when he had found his own 
brother Simon, he ſaid unto him; © we have found the. 
Meſſiah, which is, being interpreted, the Chriſt. AFf- 
ter Jeſus had called Philip to follow him, „he findeth 
Nathaniel and faith unto him, we have found him of 
whom Moſes in the law, and the prophets did write, Je- 
ſus of Nazareth.“ Hence after Chriſt, by his baptiſm, - 
was manifeſted to Iſrael, they found him of whom all 
the law, and the prophets did propheſy. And it was 
John's part to introduce him into public office, of whom 
Moſes and the prophets did write. The law and the 
prophets faid he 2vi// come. But John declared him al- 
ready come, ſaying, this is he : this is the Lamb of God: 

this is the King of Iſrael. Now, this is the teſtimony - 
given of Chriſt ; and this the exhibition, which was 
made of him by "John at his baptiſm. Hence we ſee 
how to underſtand the text; the law and the . 

were until John. | 


| | IMPROVEMENT. . - 

1. ONE concluſion from what we have heard, is, 
that, if the hiſtory of Chriſt by the Evangeliſts be true ; 
then, the writings of Moſes and the prophets are true al- 
ſo. For the Evangeliſts, only, record the accompliſh- 
ment of the events concerning Chriſt, of which Mo- 


ſes 
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ſes and the prophets did write. Moſes and the prophets 
declared, long before the appearing of Chriſt in the 
fleſh, the things which would take place concerning him ; 


and the Evangeliſts ſaw and bare record of them. Chriſt 


faid that Moſes wrote of him: And Phillip ſaid to Na- 
thaniel, We have found him of whom Moſes in the law 
and prophets did write, Jeſus of Nazareth the ſon of 
Joſeph. Between the old teſtament and the new there 
is, therefore, no diſcord ; but the hiſtory of Chriſt per- 
fectly harmonizes, with the events foretold of him, by 
Moſes and the prophets. No one therefore can be pleaſ- 
ed with the words of Chriſt, who is diſpleaſed with the 
writings of Moſes ; for he who loves the one, will love 
the other alſo. The Jews, therefore, becauſe they be- 
lieved not in Jeſus Chriſt, were condemned, even, by 
Moſes. Hence ſaid Jeſus unto them, © Do not think 
that I will accuſe you to the Father: there is one that 


accuſeth you,even Moſes,in whom you truſt.” For had 


ye believed Moſes ye would have believed me : for he 
wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how 
ſhall ye believe my words?“ Hence we have infallible ev- 
idence of the harmony, between law and goſpel, Chriſt 
and the prophets. | 

The old teſtament and the new go hand in hand; they, 
together, conſtitute a perfect ſyſtem ; they unite in per- 
fect harmony. Yea they are like Chriſt and the church, 
the one is not without the other. They two are one ſyſ- 
tem. They centre in Chriſt, and him, they both exhib- 
it, Separating them therefore is like dividing the church 
from her beloved. It is like making a ſeparation between 
the building and its foundation, They are uſeful, *be- 
ing fitly joined together, and compacted by that which 
every joint ſupplieth ;”” but being ſeparated, both are ru- 
ined, and become unprofitable. That is, they who de- 
ny the one, are not profited by the other. Wretched 
then is the preſent ſituation of the Jews ! For while they 
reje& the new teſtament, the old cannot ſave them; can- 


not profit them. Becauſe ſuch are not *built upon the 
C apoltles 
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apoſtles and 8 Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner ſtone ; in whom all the building, fitly 


framed together, groweth to an holy temple in the Lord.” 
It follows from the Jews* denying the authenticity of the 
new teſtament, that they are not fitly framed together 
in the chriſtian church. Their denying this word puts 
them out of covenant with God. And they will no 
more be conſidered as the people of God, until they 
own Chriſt, and view the hiſtory of him as authentic. 
The Jews? being grafted into their own olive tree, ſup- 
poſes their union to, and approbation of, that church 
whoſe foundation is the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone, And this 
ſuppoſes a cordial belief that the new teſtament contains 
a true hiſtory of the true Meſſiah, namely, of the very 
Jeſiu, of whom Moſes and the prophets did write. 

And they, who deny or reject the writings of the old 
teſtament, do as effectually reje& Jeſus Chriſt, as they 
who deny the new teſtament. For, if we believe not 
the writings of Mofes, we ſhall not believe the words of 


Jeſus Chriſt. As faid Chriſt, © if ye believe not his 


writings, how can ye believe my words?“ The old and 
new teſtament, therefore, are but one ſyſtem. If the 
one be falſe, ſo is the other; they will therefore ſtand or 
fall together. United they ſtand, divided they fall. 
And he who ſeparates the one from the other, will be 
ſeparated from Jeſus Chriſt. All good men unite them. 
Even old teſtament ſaints had their foundation in Chriſt. 
Joy always accompanied a view of the Meſſiah. Hence 
faid Chriſt concerning Abraham, he ſaw my day and was 
glad. Thus beautiful is an exhibition of the union of 
the old teſtament and the new. 

2. Attention to this ſubje& leads us to the reaſon, 
why John the Baptiſt was greater than any of the proph- 
ets which went before him. John was a prophet great- 
ly honoured. The ſcriptures ſpeak of him as the great- 
eſt among thoſe, who were born of women. And the 


reaſon of this, evidently, appears from what * have 
| card. 
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heard. He was exaltcd above all the -prophets. Iſaiah 
ſaw the glory of Chriſt, and ſpake of him. John faw 
his glory, as the glory of the only begotten of the Fath- 
er, and baptized him. Former prophets ſpake of Chriſt, 
only, as one. who. would come. John did more than 
this. They declared. Chriſt to be the great High Prieſt 
of God ; ſaying, the Lord hath ſworn and will not re- 
pent : Thou art a Prieſt forever after the order of Mel- 
chizedeck. But into this office, John had the honour 
to introduce him, Abraham was honoured in ſeeing 
Chriſt in viſion only. All the prophets were honoured 
in ſpeaking of him in the language of prophecy only. 
They were happy to ſpeak of him, as one who would 
be King and Prieſt, and reign forever over the houſe of 
Jacob. Great, indeed, then, was the honour confer- 

red upon John the Baptiſt ! for he was much more than 
a prophet.” He was appointed immediately from heav- 
en, to introduce Chriſt to his public miniſtry. Hereby 
God conferred upon him a greater honour, than was ev- 
er conferred upon any prophet which went before him, 

It was God who appointed him to this dignified office; 
for © the baptiſm of John was of heaven, and not of 
men,” Of this appointment Chriſt approved, and, 
therefore applied to him for baptiſm, as to a perſon veſt. 
ed with proper authority for the office. | 

John's baptiſm was unto repentance : and, this being 
the caſe, Jeruſalem and all Judea, and all the region 
round about Jordan, went out to him, and were baptiz- 
ed of him in Jordan, confeſing their fins. This being 
the nature of the baptiſm of John, John was ſurprized 
that the holy and bleſſed Jeſus, he, who was without fin, 
ſhould come to a baptiſm, which required confeſſion of 
ſin : and which alſo, required faith in the very perſon, 
who applied to be baptized. This would be ſurprizing, 
indeed, if the baptiſm of Chriſt were the ſame, with that 
of ſinners unto repentance. Hence the baptiſm of Chriſt 
was not unto repentance, but into office. And John be- 
ing authorized to baptize Chriſt, to him, Chriſt * 
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And upon John's being convinced of the propriety of 
the requeſt, Chriſt was baptized by him with the water 
of Jordan. Of this we have an account, in the third 
chapter of Matthew, the thirteenth verſe and on. Then 
cometh Jeſus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 
baptized. of him. And John forbad him, faying, 1 
have need to be baptized of thee and comeſt thou to me ? 
And Jefus anſwering, faid unto him, ſuffer it to be fo 
now : for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 
Then he ſuffered him.” And then Chriſt, the great 
Saviour of the world, was baptized by his ſervant John. 
Thus John was exalted ; thus John was honoured. 
And this raiſed his character above all the prophets 
which went before him. Among thoſe, therefore, which 
were born of women, there had not riſen a greater 
prophet than John the Baptiſk 

John was a meſſenger of God, ſent before the face of 
Chriſt, to prepare the way before him. And therefore 
we find Chriſt ſpeaking very favourably of him. After 
John was caſt into priſon he ſent meſſengers to Chriſt, to 
aſk him this queſtion ; Art thou he that ſhould comey 
or look we for another? And when the meſſengers 
were gone, Chriſt began to ſpeak of John 'in terms, 
which exalted him above all the prophets which went be- 
fore him. And the reaſon evidently is, becauſe John 
was ſent forward, and that, with an heavenly commiZ/- 
ſion, to inſtal Chriſt, or to introduce him into his miniſ- 
terial office. | * 

The interrogations, which Chriſt put to the people 
after the departure of John's meſſengers, are ſublime 
and beautiful. And hereby the Saviour of the world 
put great honour upon his beloved John. Chriſt ſaid 
unto the people; What went ye out into the wilderneſs 
for to ſee ? A reed ſhaken with the wind ? But what 
went ye out for to ſee ? A prophet ? Vea ] ſay unto you 
and much more than a prophet. He then refers them 
to the prophecy concerning John. „ This is he of 
whom it is written, Behold I fend my meſſenger 2 

ul 
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| 
[ 
thy face, which ſhall prepare thy way before thee. For 
J fay unto you, Among thoſe that are born of women | 
there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptiſt;” | 
This account which Chriſt gives of John, evidently, ſug- 
geſts the ſame reaſon, for his being ſo much greater than 
the other prophets, which has been juſt given. Hence | 
the exalted character of John did not ariſe from his be- { 
ing appointed to baptize ſinners unto repentance ; but, 
what rendered him fo excellent, and raiſed his character | 
ſo much above all the other prophets, was his having a 
commiſhon immediately from heaven, to baptize the | 
Lord Jefus Chriſt. And the baptiſm of Chriſt was ne- 
ceſſary to qualify him to enter upon, and complete the 
great work, which was appointed him of the Father; » 
and for which he came into the world. Hence he faid : 
“ Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written 
of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God : yea, thy 
law is within my heart.” N 
lt may perhaps be inquired ; if John be ſo great, why 
is it ſaid, that he, who is leaſt in the kingdom of God, is 
greater than he? Anſwer. I do not conceive, that John 
the Baptiſt was, in every ſenſe greater, than all other 
| prophets. So they, who are leaſt in the kingdom of | 
God, are not, in every ſenſe, greater than John. It | 
was a preater thing, however, more honourable to in- 
troduce Chriſt into office, than to propheſy concerning 
his work and character. Hence John did more than any 
of the prophets which went before him: he actually | 
prepared the way for Chriſt to enter upon the work, | 
which was previouſly appointed him. This teaches us 
the ſenſe, in which he was greater than the other proph- 
ets. So he, who is leaſt in the kingdom of God, may, 
in ſome ſenſe, be greater than John the Baptiſt. It doth 
not mean however, that he is greater in the ſame ſenſe, 
in which John was greater than the other prophets. It 
doth not mean, therefore, that he who hath the leaſt 
office in the kingdom of God, hath a greater one than 


that of John. Hence to be leaſt in the kingdom of _ 
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doth not mean, that ſuch an one is greater, with the 
fame kind of greatneſs, than John. But to be the leaſt 
in the kingdom of God, is a greater bleſſing, than to be 
honoured with the office, with which John the Baptiſt 
was honoured, 

]ohn no doubt was a man of ſingular piety, a moſt cor- 
dial friend to the Lord Jeſus ; yet he was not a member 
of the chriſtian church, I mean, in diſtinction from the 
Jewiſh church : for, he was not baptized with the chriſ- 
tian baptiſm. And, however dignified his office might 
be under the Moſaic economy ; yet it was more hon- 
ourable, to be the leaſt in the kingdom of God, under the 
chriſtian diſpenſation. 

3. We may learn from what has been ſaid, the rea- 
ſon, why Chriſt was not baptized until he was about 
thirty years of age: it was, that, by his baptiſm, he 
might be, according to law, introduced into his public 
mini 

Chriſt needed to be baptized, but not with the bap- 
tiſm unto repentance ;z and, therefore when he came to 
John to be baptized, John ſaid, I have need to be 
baptized of thee ; and comeſt thou to me? John knew 
himſelf to be a inner, and therefore had need to be 
baptized, with the baptiſm of N But know- 
ing Chriſt to be holy, harmleſs, and, en 
all moral pollution, aſks, in language of > i 
comeſt thou to me ! John {gw no need, why Chriſt 
ſhould be baptized ; and, therefore, at firſt declined the 
office. Hence it is evident that John did not then know 
all that which was implied in his office, as a meſſenger 
ſent before the face of Chriſt, to prepare the way be- 
fore him. He knew that he mult baptize ſinners unto 
repentance ; but he did not conſider that he mult bap- 
tize Chriſt not unto repentance, but into office. The 
baptiſm of Chriſt was abſolutely neceſſary ; John how- 
ever did not ſce the neceſſity of it, until Chriſt, at the 
time he offered himſelf for baptiſm, reaſoned with him 


on the ſubject. He was * convinced. He ſaw how- 
ever 
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ever that the baptiſm of Chriſt was n on very dif- 
ferent ground, from the baptiſm of ſinners. Simply the 
baptiſm of Chriſt was neceſſary ; but it was as neceſſa- 
ry, that he ſhould not be baptized, until about thirty 
years of age. For, had Chriſt been baptized at twen- 
ty years of age, his baptiſm would have been nothing. 
Or, had he been baptized by any other perſon than 
John the Baptiſt, his baptiſm would have been a mere 
nullity. God had appointed him to this office, he there- 
fore muſt perform it; otherwiſe, the connection between 
the prophecies and their accompliſhment, or, the con- 
nection between the old teſtament and the new, would 
have been broken. Had this been the caſe, it could not 
have been ſaid; © It is written, Behold, I fend my 
meſſenger before thy face, to prepare thy way before 
thee.” And the apoſtle could not have illuſtrated the 

rieſt-hood of Chriſt by the prieſt-hood of Aaron; as 

e has, evidently, done, in the fifth chapter of He- 


brews. It was an honour to be an high prieſt : and, 


faith the apoſtle, «© No man taketh this honour upon 


himſelf, but he that is called of God as was Aaron: ſo 


alſo Chriſt glorified not himſelf to be made an high 
prieſt ; but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, to 
day have I begotten. thee.” As it was God, who 
conferred the honour of being high prieſt upon Aaron ; 
ſo it was the fame God, who conferred it upon Jefus 
Chriſt. Chriſt did not take this honour upon himſelf. 
Hence faid he to the Jews ; If I honour myſelf, my 
honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me.” 
And God honoured his Son with the office of High 
Prieſt, on the day, in which he was baptized. He was 
then begotten to the office appointed him in the decrec 
of heaven ; then was in a meafure accompliſhed, what 
is ſaid in the ſecond Pfalm : © I will declare the decree : 
the Lord hath faid unto me, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee.” And Chriſt at his baptiſm, 
was honoured and glorified by © a voice from heaven, 


ſaying, this is my beloved Son, in whom [ am well r 
c | FP 
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ed.” Hence Chriſt took not this honour upon himſelf, 
but he was called of God as was Aaron. And he en- 
tered upon his office, at an age harmonizing with the 
law of Moſes. Which law you may read in Leviticus, 
eighth chapter, fifth and ſixth verſes. © And Moles 
ſaid unto the congregation, This is the thing which the 
Lord commanded to be done. And Moſes brought Aa- 
ron and his ſons, and waſhed them with water.” And 


this ceremony was performed at about thirty years of 


age ; which is evident from Numbers, fourth chapter, 
and forty ſeventh verſe. * From thirty years old and 
upwards even unto fifty years old, every one that came 


to do the ſervice of the miniſtry.” —And. Chriſt was a- 


bout thirty years of age when he was baptized by John, 
which agrees, as we ſce, with the law of Moſes. The 
law required that every male child ſhould be circumciſed 


at eight days old. At this age Chriſt was circumciſed. 


And he was baptized when he was about thirty years old, 
for the ſame reaſon, that he was circumciſed at eight 
days old. | 

It will, perhaps, be granted, that a good reaſon has 
been given, why the baptiſm of Chriſt was delayed un- 
til he was about thirty years of age. It will, neverthe- 
leſs, I conclude, be ſaid by ſome, that, between the 
mode, in which Chriſt was baptized, and the waſhing of 
the prieſts under the law, there is little or no likeneſs. 
It will be ſaid, I ſuppoſe, that Chriſt was plunged, or 
buried all over in water ; whereas the prieſts were waſh- 
ed only as to their hands and feet; as may be ſeen, in 
Exodus xxx. 19, 20. © For Aaron and his ſons ſhall 
waſh their hands and their feet thereat: When they go 
into the tabernacle of the congregation they ſhall waſh 
with water.”* This, it is thought, makes it evident, 
that there was not a ſimilarity, between the waſhing of 
the prieſts and the baptiſm of Jeſus Chriſt. I repiy, if 
Chriſt, agreeably to the objector's ſuppoſition, were 
plunged all over in water, then, I grant, there would 
be no ſimilarity between the waſhing of the one and the 
baptiſm 
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baptiſm of the other. But, if what we have heard be 
true, it follows, that, if the prieſts were not plunged, 
then Chriſt was not. For, his conſecration; as well as 
his circumciſion ſhould be according to law ; otherwiſe, 
with reſpe& to him, all righteouſneſs would not be ful. 
filled. But Chriſt faid to John. it becometh us to ful. 
fill all righteonſneſs.” 

Furthermore, it is thought by ſome, that there is ev. 
idence, for the baptiſm of Chriſt by immerſion, from the 


plain words of ſcripture, as well as from the ſenſe of 


the Greek word baptizo. Now, if it be fo ; let it be 
ſo, for we ought to be pleaſed with the truth ; in it, 


we onght to confide ; and, in it we ought greatly to re- 
Joice. Nevertheleſs, it may not be amiſs, candidly, to 


inquire into this matter, and ſee whether things be ſo 
or not. We ought to be candid. And we ought to 
wiſh the truth to prevail, whether we ſtand or fall 

Is it evident from ſcripture, that, when John baptized 


our Saviour, it was by immerſion ? Some ſay, yes, and 


refer us to Matt. iti. 16. And. Jeſus, when he was baptiz- 
ed, went up {traightway out of the water. And how could 
he go out of the water, if he did not go into it? True; 
but becauſe he went out of the water, does it follow, 
that he went all over in water? Cannot a perſon go out 
of the water, without having been all over in water ? 


To fay, that, becauſe Chriſt went out of the water, he 


had juſt before been, all over in water, is nothing more 
than a ſuppoſition, Is it not very caſy to ſee, that we 
may go out of the water, without having been previouſ- 
ly all over in water ! 

Beſides ; the Greek prepoſition apo, in Matt. iii. 16. 
tranſlated out of, ſignifies from, and in the 13th verſe is 


fo tranſlated : © Then cometh Jeſus aps tes Galilaias, 


from Galilee. But the Greek prepoſition, where the 

tranſlation is out of, is generally et, which may be ſeen 

by conſulting the places of ſcripture referred to, in the 

margin.“ Now, as the Greek word in Matt, iii. 16. is 
25 D | apo, 
* aMtt. 13. 34. and 35. Mark 13. 15, Joh. 5. 19. 8 Tim, 3. 13. Jam. 3. 10 
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apo, not eł, it might have been, with perfect conſiſten- 
cy, tranſlated : © And Jeſus, when he was baptized, 
went up ſtraitway from the water.” And had this been 
the caſe, the probability is, that never any perſon would 
have thought, that Chriſt was baptized by immerſion. 
Perhaps it may be thought by ſome, that there is ev- 
idence for baptizing by immerſion, from what is related, 
concerning the baptiſm of the Eunuch, by Philip. For 
it is ſaid, And they went down both into the water, 
both Philip and the Eunuch ; and he baptized him.” 
Anſwer. If this prove that one of them went all over 
in water, it equally proves that the other did alſo. - For, 
it is ſaid, they both went down into the water, both 
Philip and the Eunuch. But to ſuppoſe that Philip went 
all over in water is contrary to reaſon. But there is the 
ſame evidence from ſcripture, that Philip went under wa- 
ter, as that the Eunach did. How then ſhall we recon- 
cile reaſon with ſcripture ? Anſwer : Becauſe it is ſaid, 
they both went down into the water, it doth not hence 
follow, that either of them went all over in water. For, 
it is moſt evident, that we may go into the water, with- 
out going all over : going into-the water doth not, imply 
immerſion. There is no ſcripture which aſſerts that ev- 
er any perſon, when baptized, was immerſed, or put 
all over in water. Yea, of this there is no ſcripture 
evidence, from precept or example. If there be any, I 
wiſh it might be produced : for according to my under- 
ſtanding of ſcripture, there is none. Hence the prac- 
tice of baptiſm by immerſion, is founded upon mere ſup- 
poſition. 
You will fay, the Greek prepoſition eis ſignifies into. 
I grant it does ſometimes, but not always. Peter caſt 
himſelf into the water, and the herd of ſwine ran down 
into the ſea ; in theſe places, eis, evidently, ſigniſi es in- 
Fo, But this word is often uſed when it doth not ſignify 
into Of this we have the fulleſt evidence. It ſignifies 
to and not into, in John chap. xx. 3. Peter therefore 


went forth, and that other diſciple, and came, eis, to the 
ſepulchre. 


of the Baptiſm of Chriſt. 27 


ſepulchre. That eis here ſignifies 20 or at, and not into, 
is evident, becauſe it is faid in the following verſes, that 
John outran Peter, and came firſt, eis, to Fe ſepulchre, 
yet went he not in. And when Mary faw Jeſus (chap. 
xi. 32.) ſhe fell eit tous podas, at his feet, not into his 
feet. Alſo, in chap. ii. 2. it is faid, * And both Jeſus . 
and his diſciples were called, eit, to the marriage. In 
Matt. xxvi. 13. eis ſignifies for : © Verily I ſay unto 
you, whereſover this goſpel ſhall be preached in the 
whole world, there ſhall alſo this, that this woman hath 
done, be told, eis, for a memorial of her. This word, 
in Mark iii. 29, ſignifies againſt : * But he that ſhall 
blaſpheme, eis, again/? the Holy Ghoſt. 

You ſay, it is evident, that our Saviour was baptized 
by immerſion, from the ſenſe of the Greek word baptizo. 
I grant, that this word is ſometimes uſed by Greek au- 
thors to ſignify, to plunge. It is not, however, uſed in 
this ſenſe, by any of the writers of the new teſtament. 
Of this, evidence will appear, from the following con- 
ſiderations: 

1. The verb to plunge, is uſed but once in the whole 
Bible; and there the word does not ſignify to baptize. 
You may ſee the word in Job ix. 31 : © Yet ſhalt thou 
plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes ſhall ab- 
hor me.” And when the word dip is uſed in the new 
teſtament,the Greek is either bepto, or embapto, but never 
baptizo. The word therefore which ſignifies to dip or to 
plunge, was not uſed at Chriſt's baptiſm. However 
baptizo may, as uſed by ſome authors, ſignify to plunge 
or dip, yet it ſignifies to waſh alſo ; and in the latter 
ſenſe the word is always uſed in the new teſtament. 
More of this by and by. | 

The apoſtle, ſpeaking of Chriſt, in Rev. xix. 13. 
faith, © He was clothed with a veſture dipped in blood.“ 
The original word is from bapto, not baptizo. © He 
that dippeth his hand with me in the diſh,” as in Matt. 
xxvi. 23. dippeth is made from embapto, which is the 
proper word to expreſs plunging or immerſion, _ 

es 
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pnifies to dipMightly, as when it is faid, © that he 
| - a tip of his finger in water.” It ſignifies 6 
ſtain; or to colour. Therefore, the paſſage mentioned in 
Saint John's Revelation, may be tranſlated thus; (He 
was clothed with a veſture ſtained, or ſprinkled with 
blood.” And I am pleaſed with this tranſlation, be- 
cauſe it ſo perfectly harmonizes with other paſſages of 
the word of God : ſome of which I will mention : 
« But ye are come unto mount Sion—And to Jeſus the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
ſprinkling that ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel.“ 
leb. ii. 22. and 24. Elect through ſanctification of 
the Spirit, unto obedience, and ſprinbling of the blood of 
eſus Chriſt.” 1 Pet. i. 2. This ſenſe is, alſo, beauti- 
fully illuſtrated, by a paſſage in the prophecy of Iſaiah; 
I have trodden the winepreſs alone; and of the peo- 
ple there was none with me: for I will tread them in 
mine anger, and trample them in my fury ; and their 
blood ſhall be rintled upon my garments, and I will 
ſtain all my raiment.”” 
2. The word, in the original, to expreſs the baptiſm 
of Chriſt, as uſed in the new teſtament, fignifies to waſh, 
and never to dip or plunge. The ſame word is uſed in 
Luke xi. 38. and, evidently, in the ſame ſenſe. A 
certain Phariſee beſonght Jeſus to dine with him : and 
he went in'and fat down to meat.” And when the 
Phariſee ſaw it, he marvelled that he had not firſt waſh- 
ed before dinner.” The word in this place for waſhed, 
is ebapti/the : and Saint Mark, chap. i. 9. makes uſe of 
the ſame word, when giving an hiſtory of the mode of 
the baptiſm of Cliiſt : And Jeſus was ebaptithe, baptiz- 
ed,” not plunged, in Jordan. ' In Jordan, 'means with 
the water of Jordan, is evident, from what John faith 
in the eighth verſe : -I indeed have baptized you with 
Water.“ | 
If the word baptizo fignify to plunge, then the Phar- 
ifee marvelled that Chriſt was not plunged before dinner; 
for the fame word, in the original, is ufed in both pla- 
ces. 


of the Baptiſm of Chriſe. 29 


ces. But was it a marvellous thing to the Phariſee, that 
Chriſt was not waſhed by immerſion, or put all over in 
water, before dinner-? Such a ſuppoſition is not ration- 
al, There is, therefore, no evidence ariſing from the 
ſenſe of the word baptizo, that the - baptiſm of Chriſt 
was by immerſion. 

4. We infer, that the baptiſm of Chriſt was not de- 
ſigned as an example for his diſciples. | 

Whether Chriſt were baptized by immerſign or not, 
his diſciples are under no obligation to be bMfized be- 
cauſe he was. They are no more under obligation to 
be baptized becauſe he was, than they are under obliga- 
tion to-be circumciſed becauſe he was. 

Chriſt faſted forty days and forty nights, but, of his 
diſciples this 1s not required. The diſciples of Chriſt,” I 
grant, ought to be baptized, but not upon the ſame 
principle, or for the ſame end that he was baptized. If 
we have heard the truth on the ſubject, this is evidently 
a juſt inference, | 

But, even if the baptiſm of Chriſt were chriſtian bap- 
tiſm, and we ought to be baptized, becauſe he was, and 
as he was, it would not hence follow that we ought to 
be put all over in water, in order to be baptized. For, 
Chriſt has given his diſciples no ſuch example ; he has 
given them no ſuch commandment. They, therefore, 
who are baptized by immerſion, do not, as to the mode 
of baptiſm, follow the example of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

When John baptized our Saviour it was not unto re- 
pentance ; it was not in the name of the TRINITY. 
He, however, made uſe of water, and no doubt of 
words. When the water was applied, he ſaid, I con- 
clude, ſomething like this : This is the Redeemer, our 
only Saviour; this is the Mefliah ſo much ſpoken of by 
Moſes and the prophets : he has now made his appear- 
ance as the great IMMANUEL, and is about to enter 
upon his public miniſtry, and make reconciliation for the 
fins of the people. Yea this is the Lamb of God, 


which taketh away the fins of the world. This " the 
ing 
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EKing of Iſracl, who will reign forever over the houſe of 
- Jacob., And when John had done ſpeaking, his dec- 
laration concerning Chriſt was confirmed by a voice from 
heaven, ſaying : © This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleaſed.” - _ | 

And when Chriſt had finiſhed the work which his 
Father had given him to do in the world; juſt before 
his aſcenſion to glory, he enjoined baptiſm upon his dif. 

ciples, to be obferved as an ordinance in the chriſtian 
church ii the end of the world. There was nothing 
ſaid concerning the mode of baptiſm : he made uſe, 
however, of a word, which ſignifies to waſh, and, in 
the new teſtament, it has no other meaning.* Nor did 
he, 
That is, the word has no other meaning when bapti- 
zing with water, is the matter under confideration. It 
has, it is true, a ſpiritual meaning, but then, water bap- 
iiſin, is not neceſſarily implied. An inſtance of this, we 
have in Rem. 6. 3. 4. Know ye not, that ſo many of you as 
cecre baptized into Jeſus Chriſt were baptized into his 
death. Therefore wwe are buried with him by baptiſm into 
death. To be baptized into Chriſt, or into the death of 
Chri/t, is expręſſive of the chriſtian character; and means 
the ſame as regeneration. A perſon therefore may be buri- 
ed with Chriſt by baptiſm into death, without being buried 
in water. - Conſequently the ſcripture now referred to, doth 
not prove that water baptiſm is by immerſion : for, it doth 
not ſay, buried with him by baptiſm into water, but into 
death. This is a ſpiritual baptiſm ; and all, who are 
buried with Chriſt by baptiſm into death, in the ſenſe 4 
this ſcripture, are truechriſtians, ſubjetts of ſaving faith. 
It no more proves the mode of water baptiſm, than, being 
dead with Chriſt proves, that chriſtianity implies the 
death of the body. The apoſtle informs us, that,. If we be 
dead with Chriſt, wwe ſhall alſo live with him.“ So if we 
be buried with Chriſt by baptiſm into death, we ſhall als 
walk in newneſs of life, and be happy with Chriſt forever. 
Let us carefully read the ſixth chapter of Romans ; and 
then ſee, if the mode of water baptiſm by immerfion, b. 
an eaſy and natural inference. 
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he, as to the mode, refer his diſciples to the manner, in | 


which, he himſelf was baptized by John; for John di 
not baptize Chriſt to furniſh an example for his diſciples. 
But, the end for which John baptized him, he has ex- 
preſsly told us, in chap. i. 31. And I knew him not: 
but that he ſhould be made MANIFEST to Iſrael, 
THEREFORE am I come BAPTIZING with water. 

I ſhall conclude with an extract, from an eminent Di- 
vine.* © How they, who, maintaining infant baptiſm, 
preſs ſcripture precedent ſo ſtrongly upon Ss anſwer 
the Baptiſts, who in this point preſs it as ſtrongly upon 
themſelves, is not my concern. I did not ſtand upon the 
ſame ground, and therefore the arguments of the Bap- 
tiſts did not much affect me. I thought the example of 
our Lord pleaded as much for circumciſion as for bap- 
tiſm. I queſtioned whether I, a poor ſinner, had any 
call to imitate him in thoſe things which it become him 
as our ſurety to perform, in order to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 
It appeared to me that John's baptiſm and the chriſtian 
baptiſm were different; and though the Baptiſts aſſured 
me that they were the ſame, I was not convinced. I 
thought they were plainly diſtinguiſhed in Acts xix. 2.— 
5. and I vas grieved by the attempts of ſome wiſe and 
good men to wreſt a ſenſe from that paſſage, ſo contrary 
to its plain and obvious meaning, merely to ſupport a 
favourite ſcheme. And as the form of Chriſtian bap- 
tiſm is laid down in expreſs words, Mat. xxviii. 12, I 
muſt continue to think it different from the baptiſm of 


John, till I can have ſufficient proof that John baptized” 


our ſaviour in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy,Ghoſt.” 
* See the ae the Rev, * Newton, of London. 
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